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THANK YOU, 
NICOLE! 

Nicole has been a wonderful part of the Utah APA Chapter 
and has worked as our Chapter Executive Manager for the 
past four years. She is recognized for her strong leadership 
and has organized many conferences. She led the largest 
Utah APA Fall Conference and the popular Spring 
Conferences across the state. We truly appreciate Nicole’s 
hard work and dedication—she’s the person behind all our 
successful events!

If you need help or have questions about the conference 
logistics, program, or anything else, please contact Nicole or 
anyone on the Executive Committee. We want to make sure 

your experience is smooth and enjoyable!
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OPEN 
VOLUNTEER  
POSITIONS • Commissioner Chat

• Transportation Roundtable
• Early Career Planners
• Beyond City Limits

Meet at least quarterly

Engagement Groups



STUDENT 
POSTER 

PROJECTS

Utah State University’s Student Poster Projects

 Ebenezer’s Barn & Grill

Networking Social & Student Poster Showcase – University of 
Utah

 

Join us at the University of Utah for a networking social and student 
planning poster showcase

• Date: April 22, 2026

• Location: The University of Utah, College of Architecture + 
Planning, 375 1530 E. SLC, UT 84112

• Time: 6 PM



2026 ELECTIONS 

 Positions to be elected in 2026:

 President

 Vice President

 Board Member

 April 10:  Nominations Site opens 

 May 8: Nominations Site closes 

 June 5:  Final Slates due to APA 

 August 5: Election Opens 

 September 4: Election Closes 
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Resilient by Design

APA Utah Spring 
Conference 2026



Why “Resilient by Design”?

•Rapid change 

•Uncertainty and disruption 

•Institutional strain 

•Community expectations 

•Need for proactive planning 12



A WORLD THAT FEELS UNSTEADY

“The future is unwritten.”
— Joe Strummer (the Clash) and A central takeaway from 
recent public conversations on democracy, instability, and 
civic life

Instability does not automatically mean collapse.

It means we are in a moment where institutions 
matter, civic action matters, and design matters.
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WHEN SYSTEMS ARE UNDER PRESSURE…

•People look for certainty 

•Communities need coordination 

•Institutions are tested 

•Good planning becomes more—not less—important 
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A Willow Tree in Michigan



THE WILLOW AND THE OAK

•The Oak resists

•The Willow adapts

16

Are we designing communities like oaks—or like willows?



RESILIENT BY DESIGN MEANS…

•Adaptability 

•Redundancy 

•Strength 

•Interconnection 

•Preparedness 
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FOR PLANNERS, RESILIENCE REQUIRES…

• Long-range thinking 

•Cross-sector coordination 

•Scenario planning 

• Institutional trust 

•Human-centered design 

18



RESILIENCE IS NOT JUST RECOVERY

•Not just “How do we restore?”

•But “How do we improve?”
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RESILIENCE IN UTAH COMMUNITIES

•Water planning 

•Wildfire and natural hazard mitigation 

•Housing strategy 

•Transportation and growth management 

•Economic adaptability 

•Community-centered implementation 
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RESILIENCE IS ALSO HUMAN

•Creativity 

•Collaboration 

• Institutional courage 

•Public trust 

•Civic persistence 
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THIS CONFERENCE IS PART OF RESILIENCE

• Learn from each other 

•Share tools and ideas 

•Build professional networks 

•Strengthen practice 

•Strengthen communities 
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A CHALLENGE FOR ALL OF US

Design “communities” that can:

•adapt, 

•endure, 

•recover, 

•and emerge stronger. 
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BE LIKE THE WILLOW

Flexible. Rooted. Designed to endure.
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