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Restoring and maintaining 

Resilient landscapes

Community Resiliency

Responding to Wildfires

Cohesive Strategy
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Wildfires in 11 Western States, 1916-2025
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*Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Wyoming. 

Source data: 1916-2000, Arno & Allison-Bunnell, Flames in Our Forest, Island Press, 2002, Fig. 2-1, p. 21; 

1993, 2001, NIFC-Washa 2002-2025 (thru 27-Oct-25) at https://www.nifc.gov/fireInfo/fireInfo_statistics.html 

*

https://www.nifc.gov/fireInfo/fireInfo_statistics.html


Is Utah at Risk for 

Wildfires Similar to 

Those in Los Angeles? 



Parallels between 

California and Utah

• Continue to see development in 

the Wildland/Urban Interface

• Insurance companies have 

dramatically increased rates or 

dropped homeowner insurance



Parallels between 

California and Utah

• Utah has experienced a number 

of recent wildfires with 

structural losses



Parallels between 

California and Utah



Differences Between 

California And Utah

• California likely has the largest 

wildfire response organization 

in the world

• California’s weather, climate 

and fire regimes

• California has a much greater 

population and areas with 

higher densities, and history of 

wildfires becoming urban 

conflagrations



Differences Between 

California And Utah



Fire Regime Caution

The Fire Regimes of Utah 

are not the fire regimes of 

Australia, nor are they the 

fire regimes in California or 

elsewhere in the west.

Washa 2023



To safely and effectively 

extinguish fire, when needed; 

use fire where allowable;

manage our natural 

resources; 

and collectively, learn to live 

with wildland fire.

Cohesive Strategy Vision
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