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Utah is growing 
. . . and we have a plan!







Access 30% more job opportunities

Conserve 35 sq miles of natural and agricultural land 

Save $5 billion in local infrastructure costs

Use 3 billion fewer gallons of water per year

16% of Household Income on Transportation



Understanding Access To Opportunities 
(ATO)



10 YEARS 



MORE HOUSING 

UNITS AND MORE 

OPTIONS ARE 

NEEDED…

…BUT WHERE?

THE ”WHERE” OF HOUSING MATTERS



Access to opportunities ATO

Mobility - speed of travel

Proximity - distance apart

Accessibility - ease of reaching key destinations



Access to opportunities ATO

How far people can get within a travel time

How many things they can get to in that area

Access to opportunities



Access to opportunities ATO

20-minute travelshed

200,000 jobs that can 
be reached

Both matter



How can we improve 
Access to Opportunities?



How to improve ATO

ATO increases when:

+ Congestion falls
+ Speed increases
+ Connections are created
+ Infill near transportation
+ Jobs & amenities are clustered 

near housing (and vice versa)



Housing
Locations

Destinations
Nearby

Linking destinations near housing



Transportation 
Improvement

Improving transportation connections



Development
Decisions

Infill near transportation



























WHERE MATTERS…

CONTEXT ACCESS

PROXIMITY



NO CONTEXT, ACCESS, PROXIMITY
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WHERE MATTERS…



CONTEXT, ACCESS, PROXIMITY
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CONTEXT, ACCESS, PROXIMITY



HOUSING
SITE EVALUATOR TOOL

Conversation Starter

Prioritize Community Needs

Informed Decision Making

Housing Site Evaluator

https://wfrc.shinyapps.io/housing-site-evaluator/


W H E R E     M A T T E R S:
FACTORS OF
SUITABILITY



 Grandview Elementary School



 Grandview Elementary School



 Grandview Elementary School



 North Jackson School Site



 North Jackson School Site



 North Jackson School Site



 

WHERE MATTERS…BUT WHAT ARE SOME OPTIONS?

GRANDVIEW SCHOOL SITE
LOCATION SCORE = 0.68

MAX POSSIBLE = 1 

▪ Possibility – Residential Zoning
▪ Fits Context/Accessibility/Proximity
▪ Density does not change Location Score

N JACKSON SCHOOL SITE
LOCATION SCORE = 0.41

MAX POSSIBLE = 1

▪ Possibility – Residential Zoning
▪ Fits Context/Accessibility/Proximity
▪ Density does not change Location Score



FIT’S THE CONTEXT BUT WHAT IF…

▪ Possibility –  Multi-Use Zone
▪ Fits Context/Accessibility/Proximity
▪ Increases Location Score for the greater 

area



o Several maps & tools are available on WFRC website

o Open Data

o ArcGIS



Thank You
Ted Knowlton
ted.knowlton@wfrc.utah.gov

Christy Dahlberg
christy.dahlberg@wfrc.utah.gov

mailto:ted.knowlton@wfrc.utah.gov


WHAT WE DO

Facilitate collaboration 
with communities and 

partners

Trusted 
subject-matter 

experts

Proactively plan for 
the future of our 

region

Put visions and 
plans into action

Convener Technical 
Expert Planner Implementer



Wasatch Front
LOCAL PLANS AND 
ORDINANCES

Transportation Land Use Economic 
Development

HOW WE DO IT


