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Initial Public Comments



“I moved out here because I wanted to be in the 
country!” 



“Why do we need parks? It encourages more 
people to come here” 



“Too many houses, too fast.” 



“Don’t ruin the current community by encouraging 
the growth of new ones.” 



“Scrap the plan. We all love it the way it is and I’m 
sure that’s what most others will feel as well.” 



“Plan for us, not them.”



“Leave us alone.”



“KEEP IT RURAL!!!!!”



So what exactly is “rural?”
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Is one lot per acre “rural”
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MORE THAN THAT3.1 UNITS/ACRE

CAN YOU SPOT THE HIGHER DENSITY?



“Too large to mow, too small to farm” 



“Why doesn’t the plan call for townhomes when 
the newer generation seems to like them?” 



“Thanks for taking a proactive approach to planning 
and not letting developers dictate how our 

community grows.” 



“I would like to see planning that allows people to 
live their whole life without having to move 

completely out of their community. We need 
starter homes, larger residences, and retirement 

residences.”
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Preserving opportunities for community evolution
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Smart Growth Strategies:

○ Street connectivity
○ Active  transportation 

connections
○ Open space and recreation 

facilities
○ Dark sky considerations
○ Water conservation
○ Emissions reduction and 

improved air quality
○ Renewable energy sources

Preserving opportunities for community evolution



Economics:

● Commercial village areas
● Large industrial area to provide basic sector jobs
● Attempt to offset financial burden of SFD with commerce opportunities

Preserving opportunities for community evolution
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Preserving Open Spaces

○ Natural open spaces
■ Weber River delta
■ The emerald necklace

○ Park spaces
■ Challenges exacting open space. Using the rezone as leverage.
■ Young and inexperienced park district doing their best

○ Space for hobby farms and community gardens within development 
areas - low impact agricultural opportunities

○ Using TDRs and Conservation Easements to preserve contiguous 
agricultural spaces away from residential spaces.

Preserving opportunities for community evolution



Preserving opportunities for community evolution

Preserving Open Spaces

○ Reservering the opportunity for both current and future local food 
production

○ Food source security in event of catastrophe



Preserving opportunities for community evolution

Agricultural challenges in Western Weber

○ Poor soil conditions – a lot of treatment required
○ Legacy farming families-

■ Continually dividing farmland generation over 
generation

■ Smaller farm parcels reduce economy of scale
■ Newest generation generally not interested in 

farming
■ Selling remnants of farm parcels to 

development interests
○ Urbanization pressures
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Agricultural challenges in Western Weber

○ Competing with big ag on a global scale

“I’m getting out of here and moving the farm to Idaho”
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area rural.
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Summary

○ Legislative willpower unlikely to induce massive downzones to keep the 
area rural.

○ Local farmers continue to divide their land amongst their children and 
retire from farming. Creating smaller and smaller parcels.

○ All that said, the area is destined to grow. 
○ If growth is inevitable, grow smart.
○ Is it possible to grow like all the other counties on the Wasatch Front, 

but without the missteps and missed opportunities? 



Lean into those missteps and missed opportunities as an educational tool of 
what could be if the community is not mindful in their decision making. 















Questions?

Rick Grover rgrover@webercountyutah.gov
Charlie Ewert cewert@webercountyutah.gov
Braden Jensen bjensen@idahofb.org


