
Harnessing Landscape Water 
Efficiency for Homes and 
Communities

Flowing Towards 
Savings: 





Landscape Incentive Program

Apply @ utahwatersavers.com

Overview
● Launched May 1, 2023
● State proved $1.50/ft2 of lawn 

removed and replaced with 
water-efficient landscaping

● Partnerships with water 
conservancy districts to offer up to 
$3.00/ft2

● Must live in an eligible location
● Residential & CII property types



Why Landscape Incentives?
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PC: resourceoregon.org
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Landscape Incentive Program Eligibility

Apply @ utahwatersavers.com

Landscape Ordinance for New Construction

Communities outside of a partner water district’s service area, 
including unincorporated areas, should work with the Division of 
Water Resources. At minimum, the following water-efficient 
landscape ordinances for new construction are required:

1. No lawn in parkstrips.
2. No lawn in areas less than 8’ in width.
3. No more than 50% of front and side yard landscaped area 

in new residential developments is lawn.
4. In new commercial, industrial, institutional and multi-family 

development common area landscapes, lawn areas shall 
not exceed 20% of the total landscaped area, outside of 
active recreation areas.
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Landscape Ordinance for New Construction

Communities within a partnering water district’s service area 
should work with their district to adopt qualifying landscape 
ordinances.

1. No lawn in parkstrips.
2. No lawn in areas less than 8’ in width.
3. No more than 50% of front and side yard landscaped area 

in new residential developments is lawn.
4. In new commercial, industrial, institutional and multi-family 

development common area landscapes, lawn areas shall 
not exceed 20% of the total landscaped area, outside of 
active recreation areas.
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Statewide Programs

Apply @ utahwatersavers.com



INTEGRATING 
Water-wise Practices into your 

Land Use Code

Slow the FlowUSU Extension

Sophie Frankenburg
Planner



1. Hydro-zones + Plant Species 
lists

2. LocalScapes 

3. Use Specific Standards

4. Tree Preservation

5. Site Preservation

ELEMENTS OF A 
LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE
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HYDRO-ZONES

Optimizes water 
usage: allows for 
efficient irrigation 

practices

Plants of similar 
water needs are 

grouped together
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HYDRO-ZONES

Little to no 
water 

needed

Supplemental 
irrigation once 

per month

Supplemental 
irrigation 

twice per 
month

Supplemental 
irrigation once 

per week

Supplemental 
irrigation 
twice or 

more per 
week

Cap % of allowed zone Buffer interface of urban areas a 
natural (non-irrigated) open space
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LOCALSCAPES

Learn more about 
LocalScapes!

1

2

3

4

5

Central Open Space

Gathering Areas

Activity Zones

Paths

Planting Beds
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USE SPECIFIC STANDARDS

Commercial, Mixed Use, Multi-Household Manufacturing



BENEFITS
• Cools the soils below
• Limits evapotranspiration

TREE PRESERVATION

• Reduction in UHI
• Community Character
• Creates similar cooling affect 

as turf grass in water-wise 
landscape 

Standards:
• Tree Removal Permits- size and species
• Protected Species
• Tree Protection zones- buffering construction
• Replacement requirement and ratios
• Enforcement mechanisms- penalties or fines for violations

TREE CANOPY



SOIL 
AMENDMENTS 
AND MULCHING
• Excavation Standards
• Introduction of organic 

materials
• Mulching in planting 

areas
• Shredded Hardwood mulch
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Ordinance

Hydro-Zones 
+ Plant 

Species

Use Specific 
Standards 

Site + 
Species 

Preservation

Landscape 
Design 

Check out Millcreek City’s 
Landscape ordinance!



Chelsea

























QUESTIONS?

Candace Schaible Chelsea BenjaminSophie Frankenburg
sfrankenburg@logansimpson.com Chelsea.benjamin@westernresources.org

https://westernresourceadvocates.org/https://logansimpson.com/

cschaible@utah.gov


	Harnessing Landscape Water Efficiency for Homes and Communities 
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Landscape Incentive Program
	Why Landscape Incentives?
	Why Landscape Incentives?
	Why Landscape Incentives?
	Landscape Incentive Program Eligibility
	Landscape Incentive Program Eligibility
	Slide Number 13
	Resources
	Resources
	Resources
	Statewide Programs
	Slide Number 18
	Elements of a landscape ordinance
	Hydro-Zones
	Hydro-Zones
	Localscapes
	Use Specific standards
	Tree preservation
	SOIL AMENDMENTS AND MULCHING
	Slide Number 26
	Chelsea
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Questions?



