
2019-2050 RTP: Amendment 3
RGC // August 19, 2021

Unmasking Transportation After COVID-19 
APA Utah Fall Conference 

Rikki Sonnen, UDOT  
Ted Knowlton, WFRC 
Stephanie Tomlin, UDOT



Rikki Sonnen, UDOT  - Freeway Operations
rikkisonnen@utah.gov 

Ted Knowlton, WFRC - Telework, transit, local traffic, and land use patterns
ted@wfrc.org
 
Stephanie Tomlin, UDOT - Active Transportation Trends
satomlin@utah.gov
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Regional Volume Changes

• Volume changes were different by region
• Most areas are currently  experiencing at 

or above pre-pandemic volumes



I-15 NB: I-215 - 600 S Hourly Volume Changes

• No major 
construction 
between 2018 and 
2021

• Major drop in daily 
volumes at 
beginning of 
pandemic

• Volumes 
increasing in the 
midday and PM 
peak



Speed/Flow Relationship

Source: Maryland DOT Policy Manual



Salt Lake Area Speed Changes
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Reduced  
Speed 
Higher than pre-
pandemic

• High AM and PM 
peak volumes 

• Reduced speed 
during the peaks

• Somewhat reliable, 
speed drops are 
reoccurring

• Low AM and PM 
peak volumes

• Speeds remain 
high throughout the 
day

• Very reliable 
system

• Volumes higher 
than pre-pandemic

• Speeds higher than 
pre-pandemic, but 
dropping during the 
peaks

• Reliability eroding



Statewide Delay Changes

• Delay dropped 
dramatically at 
the beginning 
of the 
pandemic 

• In August 
2020, delay 
began to 
increase. 

• What is next?
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What Do We Know?

Reduced volumes

Excessive speeding 

Improved delay

Improved reliability

Increased crash severity

Beginning of Pandemic
Increasing volumes above 
pre-pandemic levels

Excessive speeding is 
occurring, but lessening as 
congestion returns

Increasing delay

Diminishing reliability

Increased crash severity

Current Conditions



Big points

1.Telework 

2.Outdoor recreation  

3.Transit use  

4.Length of trips 



Workplace trips: -30%  

Telework is here to stay (?)

Trips to parks: +90%

How high will the demand remain 
for outdoor recreation and 
bicycling?

Utah trips this week (all modes) versus 5-week period Jan 3–Feb 6, 2020

Google.com/covid19/mobility

1. Telework and outdoor recreation



2. Transit stays low in the midst of ongoing Delta variant

Utah Transit Authority Ridership Dashboard



3.  The “Great Localization” of trips

https://www.bts.gov/browse-statistical-
products-and-data/covid-related/
distribution-trips-distance-national-state-
and



https://www.bts.gov/browse-statistical-
products-and-data/covid-related/
distribution-trips-distance-national-state-
and



The teleworker is seeking local trips!

https://www.bts.gov/browse-statistical-
products-and-data/covid-related/
distribution-trips-distance-national-state-
and







maps.wfrc.org



Attracting	the	teleworker

streets for 
strolling

nearby town 
center

accessible 
parks

safe bicycling



4. Zoomtown and the super commute (when not teleworking)

https://www.bts.gov/browse-statistical-
products-and-data/covid-related/
distribution-trips-distance-national-state-
and



Active Transportation Trends





Active Transportation During COVID



Pedestrian Strava Trips During COVID



Cyclist Strava Trips During COVID



Trail User Data - Mountain View Corridor Trail



CALENDAR DATE Trips Active Riders

Percent Change in Trips 2019 to 2020 
Comparison

Percent Change in Active Riders 2019 to 2020 
Comparison

2019-01-01 19,241 8,213
2019-02-01 21,256 8,990
2019-03-01 44,606 17,625
2019-04-01 64,571 25,378
2019-05-01 84,110 30,675
2019-06-01 90,021 36,166
2019-07-01 105,908 40,632
2019-08-01 106,184 39,983
2019-09-01 93,336 32,993
2019-10-01 54,908 19,639
2019-11-01 31,732 12,730
2019-12-01 20,008 8,897
2020-01-01 9,848 4,641 -49% -43%

2020-02-01 12,398 5,985 -42% -33%

2020-03-01 11,171 5,020 -75% -72%

2020-04-01 1,446 677 -98% -97%
2020-05-01 25,156 8,705 -70% -72%

2020-06-01 29,904 10,838 -67% -70%

2020-07-01 44,384 14,887 -58% -63%

2020-08-01 51,278 16,746 -52% -58%

2020-09-01 43,100 14,142 -54% -57%

Scooter Utilization



Pedestrian Trends Over Time



Bicyclists Trends Over Time



Hit and Run - Pedestrian Involved Crashes



Hit and Run - Bicyclist Involved Crashes



Collision Implications
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