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SUMMARY OF THE LANGUAGE
22. NINE PFR CENT PARKING
23. PARALLEL ROADS
24 SACRED SITES
25, AUCIESS TO WATER
26. LIFE CYCLE
27. MEN AND WOMEN
Loth in the neighborhoods and the commumities, and in

betweer. them, in the boundarics, cacourage the forma-
tion cof local centers;
28, MCOENTRIC NUCLKUS
2G9. DENSITY RINGS
30. ACTIVITY NODES
31. PROMENADE
32. SHOPPING STREET
33. NIGHT LIFE

34. INTERCHANGE

arcund these centers, provide for the growth of housing
in the form of clusters, based on face-to-face human

groups;

35. HOUSEHOLD MIX
36. DEGREES OF PUBLICNESS
37. HOUSE CLUSTER

q§. ROW HOUsES

39. HOUSING HILL

40. OLC PLOPLE SVERYWIIERE

SUMMARY OF THE TANGUAGE

93. POOL ETANDE

04. SLEIPING IN PUELIC

This compleras tha globel paiterns which define a
toen or & community. Wa now swari thet pare of the
lamguage which grues shape 1o groups of buildings, end
Individual buildings, on the land, in three dimension:.
These are the paiterns which con be “designed” or
“buili™—1he patterns which define 1l individusl build-
Ingr and the rpace berveen buildings; where we are deal-
ing for 1he fir:t time with paizerns thar sre ander the
comerol of indrvidusls or small groups of individuals,
who ore able 10 build the paiterns sil as once.

The first group of parterns halps o lay ot the overall
arrangement of a group of buildings: the height znd
number of these buildings, the entrances ro the site, main
parking areas, and lires of movement through the com-
plex;

. HUILDING COMPLEX
NUMEER OF STORIES

. SHIELDED PARKINO

. CIRCULATION REALMS

. MAIN 3UILDING

. PEDFSTRIAN STEEET
RITLOING THCROUGHFARE
FAMILY OF ENTRANCES

IMALL PARKING LOTS
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I INDEPENDENT REGIONS**




Metropolitan regions will not come to balance until cach
one is small and autonomous enongh 10 be an independem
sphere of culture,

There are four weparate arguments whach hare lod w to tin
conclmioe: 1, The nitors and !Imiu of homan gosermmenr. 3.
Eqwity among regions im a wurld commusity. 3. Ragional plan-
ning coaslderations, 4, Buppart for the imezslty wad divemity of
Aumas coltures.

*. There ase nararal Fimits so the wve of grocpa that cam e
ern temselves it o Lomis way. The biologiw | B, S Hallane
s remareec om chis in his pager, "On Being the Right Sire™

v o+ JUt ae thesy it 3 bew gize for every saimal. w0 the e U
tree for tvery Sermac insitiSen. In the Creek t of democracy
all e iriesoy 0ou M Dstem o o serkes of oratory and wose directly an
questions of legidmion, Heace their phlloscshers hedd chat 2 small
city waa (b larpest ¢ democraric sate. - . . (] 3. & Haldeee,
“Ou Belng the Rigle Sue” The Worid of Mathesmatics, Val. N,
L )R Newman, ed. New York: &imon and Schuseer, 1956, pp. 363~

Iz Is nor Rard 12 see why the government ef « reglon bocamm
lcas and less manageabls with size. In 2 populnion. of N perons,
rthere sre of the oeder of N* permiseivserson 1= ks meecdad o keen

el of comcunicalson yen, Natw .Il_', whea N ROy k:v.h]
x ce-iim limit, the channels of communicatdon aeedsd for de-
mocyscy and forice 1ad informmlon zre vimply wo diogged, and
v coaplex; bareancracy srerwhelms humsa procesm,

And, of curss, & N grows the number of levels im the hier-
archy of povernment increases too. 1n umall comatries like Dea-
mark thers ase an few lovely that sy peivate atmen an have
aocems to the Miniswe:r of Educatica. But this kind of direct accam
» quite i pomible in Boger comntries Ble Sogland o (e United
Staten.

We Geliove che limis are reached when the populiten of a
regom reaches some 210 10 million, Boyond this aize. people be-
come remate from the larpescile procemes of govemment. Our
catimate ray wem extrascdinary in the light of mader kiasery:
the nation-siates have grown mighrily and cheir govwernzeny held
power aver tens of millise, wometimes huecreds of mioome, of
people. Bot Users boge powers cannot Caim w0 have a matural gize.




TOWNE

Thercfore:

Wherever pessible, work toward the evoludon of inde.
perwient regions in the world; each with a populaton be-
tween z and 30 million; esch with its ewn natural and
grographic boundaries; each with its ewn ecomomy; each

ane xuioonnous lllll EI‘-HDVCI:I.IIB; m]l W;'.ll % scal n

2 world government, without the intervening power of
karger states or countries.

cach segion

Withis cach region encousage the popalition to distnibuse it-
self 25 widely 19 possible acrces the region—THE CUTRIBUTION OF
rowus (2). . . .




withiv each regicn work towerd those regional
polscres which wili protect the lond and mark the
bermits of the cities:

2. THE DISTRIRITTTON OF TOWNS
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CITY COUNTRY FINGERS

AGKICULTURAL YALLEYS

LACE OF COUNTRY STREETS

COUNTRY TOWNS

THE COUNTRYSIDE
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A Pattern Language is being spoken in Occidental

car Ovcidenbal Lhaere s a
beautiful sloping lot with
views of nearby redwoud
anc fir covered hillsides
and o long view ol ML Sainl
Helena
On dhis pxecptional site n new
house is emerang. The hovse is
being built by Laff Canstructien from
Sebastopol and is designed by world-
frmous arehiteet Chr ohor
Alexander and his are tural firm
in Berkeley, PattornT.an gua ge eom

The process of building

a home based on
PatternLanguage.com
principles also takes

into account the home’s

visual impact on the
site and the comfort
and needs of the
occupants.

Hiz bouk, A Pallven Longuage,
has become o bible of sarts for
architects, architecsural swudents
and desigr enthusiasts. A Pattern
Languagy idenlifes those
characteristica of a bundding whack
have universs] append

Window and coor sizes and

proportione, wall ond ooiling heighta,

hallway widthe and room sz2és and
shirpes are same of the importan:
s:im elements that Adexander
discusans in his book,
A Faltern Languege ﬁlru
huu 'l
anentatian an it8 gite and in

ol 1nlo o Loy

18 developed firat
< |9 |lll ]l e . UQI e
then again on 9ite dunng
construction. Alexander nas
organized the owiding
saxjuenee 1o 32 distancel
oparatianz, AL the bamnning

) n]- raziar, th\ design

l-v.-fm-: e ﬁr’..u d.-.-xm%

decison 8 renclnsd. All of Lhe

design decisions are

cwalunted with an eye to the budger

36 that if an one-site design
adjustment increaces the coet, the
sdditional mwney is taken om
clsesvhore in the bailding. For
example, 2 window seat may be

added while a fireslace haarth is
simplLhed to pay for L

The buildmg design 15 flosable but
W Dudged iz asanoged corciuly to

Plueuse s page 8

Massive concrete beams seem to emerge frem the soil



Occidental homesite offers a strong link to inside and outside of shelter

From Page 5

keep costs reasonahle and stay
Wl e owner'’s budpet

The project in Occidental is a

DO seuare foot home mnde up of' &
two-ztorv glement single stary
wingx st sach end. This creates
vuuriyurd surrounded on Lo

the wnerwor of the buldding

nnd the mxterior ensireyard throngh s -3 : ‘ ¢ \ ! AN " , f\ o,
Wi wse of expenses of glase wingows Si% . | | { : . L;," Y ' ‘H'vv
& B ‘ 1] RN G T L ) gm

and doors
Trallisee and structures Lial

Alexander calls "extenor worss” add

m the offect. “The house is bails with

NASSIve coucrete beatns and

colurmns at the first floor fmming a

rubructare that nnpesits to be

g from the land oo which it

|

l g

The w1l walls cod second oar
are construetad with a
frume but o
with the hame's surroundings.
The vse of uneonventional
sidding maersule sudl us L
onerote heams and columns
winea with the very Garelul un-
going building design achie
usc with uxtended durch
funct:onslity.




The process of bucdiog @ howe
hsed an PattornLanguage com
o o les
alan takes
1oto necount
the hame's
it
mpact ¢
the =it i
tha comfort
ond needs
vl L

Shown above ls the .4-.::;;;:?qu

unique detail of the . W ..o
overhanging eaves. . .. .
may oot ke

aasily identifiable in rerm i
stvle, but when eomple
stmctare will aphance
lives and the surrounading L.

The timeless quality of the deswzn
o o PalternLanguagreoom home and
the care taken by L Canstruction
o respact the philoeophy o' A
Pattern Language nsure that it will
lns in pluee many years afer the
mare canventionally designed houses
in che nedghborbood are gene or have
ey drsstically ressodebed

Lawid Lefi is owner of Leff

Consts

Looking east loward Mt. §t. Helena aver tha Santa Rosa plain
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A City is Not a Tree:
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new commentaries -:f'
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In 1965, the architestand desise theeri st Christopker Alexander nublisaed
a lardmark theoretical critique of modem urkan design, and hy extension
madern design in general, His ¢ritigue was difterent brom athers of ta day
in that it was not based on a sosial or political argumens, hut on a structural
dnd bysis, roated in Lthen-emerging insighls lrom Lthe fields b mathbematics and
cognitian,

Heaw, publisked again on irs ffedarh an ntversary, s Al exandar's classhe rext,
caether with new interpretve commentariat and disoussions by leading
theores and practitlonecs. This vabime Is desrined o bacome ar Invauahle

resuurce for s news genvration af students and practitione-s

&

One of the clessic rgferencey n the teruters o the buile givarenmant
and assuciuted Jelds

— R o for Wy ks Doesigr o S tion O adioe )

AL @ time of Tierensiag cancerie vy e aderacy of design arcthods,
Ny s nat e Tree” broke apen end raanented She dobate.”

we Charkes Jewcks aed Karl Krepfl

"It pelnted Clenry o 6 CRAGE 0 e Way We iteéa 12 think akoureinies -
nat oy aesemhies of oneenoompanenty that ane hiecarchicnly soctad.
BuE @3 eyrmams wath @iokal properdss mat manirast at iecal places.
Thot, Jor me, i oira the key insight ana povwr of Spaoe Smtax os o

memodeioay”
— Bill HAllee Chairmnan of the Bartiew Sohee! of Uraduate Sauclies,
University Col eze London

Nove from Hhe distoince of half a centeny, Civistaphes Alewander's M
CaCy 65 ownl @ Zese” oS o dwndioag ok o sae thiskang aboar cicies amd
Tealgir. I8 s a vew heginning. The st stenan aeiwaey - fardfevendos
st for arbgiian - o aiscswer what S oicy raally is s dining oty
s to phace the p.'.'lfl'l‘ri". af o rehuectire and nebani ‘)'!'.I'A')f‘_lj an the
spine fovel of thase i physics or bhivkogy o (o seed anewas usiog the
seieatific awethad, expressed g matkcrmatiood languoae.”

Lus Bestencourt, Sombta ke Insteute
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“The semdattice i the structure of wcompiex fubric; i os che
structure of living things — of great paintings and symphonizs.”

Christopher Alexander, 1965
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