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Utah’s New Climate - Aridification



Utah’s New Climate - Heat



Utah’s New Climate - Wildfire



Utah’s New Climate - Smoke



Utah’s New Climate - Flood



Policy Spaces for Adaptation
1. Disaster Mitigation
2. Equity
3. Climate Migration
4. Electrical Infrastructure



1. Disaster Mitigation Planning



1. Disaster Mitigation Planning



2. Equity



3. Climate Migration



4. Electrical Infrastructure
A Glimpse of America’s Future: Climate 
Change Means Trouble for Power Grids 



Overcoming Barriers

1. Repurpose Existing Plans
2. Think Across Topics and Entities
3. Tap into Existing Resources



In a 2018 survey, 
APA members 
identified the 
biggest perceived 
barriers to 
addressing drought 
through planning. 

Source: APA 



Repurpose Existing Plans and Regs

1. Land Use - Lot sizes, centers, landscaping requirements, TOD, infill

2. Transportation - Active transportation, public transit, complete streets, 
bioswales and stormwater management

3. Housing - Access to transit, disaster resilience 

4. Parks and Open Space - Equitable access, flood retention, 

5. Environment - Tree canopy, sensitive land protections, UWI

6. Public Facilities - Cooling centers

7. Economic Development - Water consumption needs, location



Think Across Topics and Entities

1. Consider cascading disasters and regional context

2. Employ robust public engagement to reach underrepresented 
populations

3. Collaborate with neighboring cities and counties on cross 
jurisdictional issues - e.g. transportation, waterways

4. Coordinate with state agencies 

5. Build relationships with development community, utility providers, 
and community organizations



Tap into Existing Resources



Utah’s Coordinated Water Action Plan
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Utah’s Coordinated Water Action Plan

Vibrant 
Communities

Productive 
Agriculture

Resilient 
Planning

Healthy Waters 
& Watersheds

Investing in 
Infrastructure
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