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GDP “…measures everything in short, except 
that which makes life worthwhile.”

Robert Kennedy, University of 
Kansas Speech March 18, 1968https://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2012/may/24/robert-kennedy-gdp

https://www.theguardian.com/news/datablog/2012/may/24/robert-kennedy-gdp
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“Most people live here 
because of  the mountains and 
the culture that we have and 
the outdoor lifestyle.”



“They are also really key 
because of  our state’s 
recreation economy, a 
$12 billion economy.”
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JORDAN RIVER

www.visitsaltlake.com





https://www.sltrib.com/news/2018/09/22/hispanic-heritage-parade/

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/27/nyregion/a-
sudanese-refugee-brings-a-taste-of-home-to-the-
us.html
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Have you ever spent time in or near the Jordan River?

Poplar Grove: 81 % Yes
Other Neighborhoods: 48% Yes 

How would you rate the water quality of rivers and 
streams in your neighborhood?

Poplar Grove 16% said good or very good
Other Neighborhoods: 34% said good or very good

Poplar Grove 
104 Households
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Have you ever spent time in or near the Jordan River?

Poplar Grove: 81 % Yes
Other Neighborhoods: 48% Yes 

How would you rate the water quality of rivers and 
streams in your neighborhood?

Poplar Grove 16% said good or very good
Other Neighborhoods: 34% said good or very good

Poplar Grove 
104 Households

Overall, how do you think the Jordan River 
influences quality of life in this neighborhood? 

Poplar Grove: 69% said positive influence
Other Neighborhoods: 53% said positive influence



  

Eric McCully
  

Commission
Jordan River 
Commission



Three Creeks Confluence 
Daylighting Project Goal: 

To restore a neglected, hazardous area by bringing piped tributaries up 
above ground into an accessible recreation space and wetland area.

Seven Canyons Trust Taya Carothers



Community-based participation using public intercept surveys

“I think the greatest benefit of the research they did for us was it provided a 
representative sample of the Glendale community. And I think it was rather 

eye-opening for us to see how we were really missing a demographic.”

Seven Canyons Trust Seven Canyons Trust
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“Water's important for life obviously, for our survival.  But it's also a 
great amenity.  I mean we recreate in it.  We enjoy it by just looking at 
it, sitting by the stream or swimming in the river or swimming in the 
lake.  I mean it's just a...it's just something that comes with nature.”



“Water's important for life obviously, for our survival.  But it's also a 
great amenity.  I mean we recreate in it.  We enjoy it by just looking at 
it, sitting by the stream or swimming in the river or swimming in the 
lake.  I mean it's just a...it's just something that comes with nature.”

Overall, how do you think the Logan River 
influences quality of life in this neighborhood? 

90% said positive influence

Island & 
Cliffside 
Neighborhoods
236 Households 
2014 Survey



Logan Herald Journal





“They’ve done a great job. 
The banks used to be eroding 
and there were flooded 
homes. Now, it’s a great place 
to walk and to be by the 
river.” (local resident)
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https://www.reuters.com/news/picture/renewable-energy-no-longer-a-niche-to-in-idUSKBN19D2SA
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Verkin,_Utah
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WESTERN FEDERAL LANDS

Bureau of  Land Management

Department of  Defense

Forest Service

Fish and Wildlife Service 

National Park Service

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42346.pdf



82% PUBLIC LANDS ARE AN IMPORTANT PART 
OF CULTURE, HERITAGE, AND LIFE

82% RECREATION WITHIN THE STATE 
OCCURS ON PUBLIC LANDS
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“Land use… the biggest 
fights we see now are you 
have the residents who are 
here and they want to protect 
that small town feel or that 
suburban feel…”



“…And you have developers and 
prospective home buyers that 
want more affordable housing, 
denser housing, more vertical 
development. And there’s that 
fight between the two groups, 
competing interests…”



“…It’s interesting because you 
even have where existing 
homeowners, they might be on a 
¼ acre lot, they’ll protest lots of  
the same density…”



“…It’s kind of  that drawbridge 
effect. Now that we are in, we 
want to pull it in and not let 
anyone else in. That’s our biggest 
struggle…”



“…Where do we balance the 
property rights of  the existing 
residents with the property rights 
that these developers have, or 
future residents have to put their 
property to the highest and best 
use…”

Lehi City Administrator 
Jason Walker



https://www.sltrib.com/news/business/2017/11/22/holladay-residents-dont-like-what-they-see-in-plan-for-former-cottonwood-mall-site/








